THRIVE

B [N

2025

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Week to Seek Prayer Schedule......................3

2025 Introduction ..........ceeeeeeeeeeeeeninenunennnn 4

Daily Devotionals 1-26.............c.ccccvevviiinnnd

APPENAIX ..o, 67
Love Confession & Prayer ........................... 68
Prayer for the Vision of LWC ...................... 70
Ephesians Prayers .............ccccvvuvvneenninnn 72
PrayerforRevival.............c.ccoooviiininnnn.. 74
GOalsfOr2025 ... covvvevniiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 76

NOTES ..ot e, 79



Prayer Schedule

Join us for these Corporate Prayer times
in the sanctuary at Living Word Church.

Sunday, January 5th
6:30—7:30 pm ALL CHURCH PRAYER

Monday, January 6th
6:30—7:30 pm MEN’S PRAYER

Tuesday, January 7th
10:00—11:00 am ALL CHURCH PRAYER

Wednesday, January 8th
6:30—6:45 pm PRE-SERVICE PRAYER

Thursday, January 9th
10:00—11:00 am ALL CHURCH PRAYER

Friday, January 10th
6:30—7:30 pm LADIES PRAYER

Saturday, January 11th
4:00—5:00 pm ALL CHURCH PRAYER



Day 1: Introduction

Thrive in 2025: This year, we are starting the year out
strong spiritually!

We not only have a Week to Seek, with specific times of
Devotion and Prayer starting on Sunday, January 5, but
we also have this devotional book that is full of wisdom
and resources including 26 days of devotionals written
by the Pastoral Staff and Leadership Team at Living Word
Church.

As we step into a new year, we are called to seek God
with renewed passion and purpose. The theme for this
week of prayer and devotion is "Thrive in 2025." Thriving
is not merely surviving; it is living a life deeply rooted in
Christ, growing in faith, and bearing fruit that glorifies
God. At the beginning of this year, let us set aside time
to draw closer to the Lord, seeking His guidance,
strength, and vision for the year ahead. Through
Scripture, reflection, and prayer, may we align our hearts
with God's plan and walk confidently in His promises.

Colossians 2:6-7 (NIV) So then, just as you received Christ
Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and
built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were
taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.

To thrive, we must first be rooted in Christ. Just as a tree
draws nourishment from deep roots, our spiritual growth
depends on being firmly grounded in Him. Spend time
today reflecting on your foundation in Christ and ask
Him to deepen your roots in His Word.
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Thriving begins with a daily commitment to seek God,
trust His Word, and live out His purpose. Commit now to
daily read His Word, pray, and see God move in a mighty
way! May 2025 be a year of growth, fruitfulness, and
unwavering faith!
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The amount of time we spend with Jesus —
meditating on his Word and his majesty, seeking his
face — establishes our fruitfulness in the
kingdom. — Charles Stanley

God shapes the world by prayer. The more praying
there is in the world the better the world will be, the
mightier the forces against evil. — E.M. Bounds



Day 2: Don’t Quit

By: Pastor Dan Olson—Senior Pastor

Something you have heard me say again and again is

“l ain’t got no quitting sense!” |1t might not be the best
grammar, but that phrase contains a powerful spiritual
truth. We must not give up if we are going to accomplish
the things that God has planned for our life.

Hebrews 3:12-14 NKJV Beware, brethren, lest there be in
any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the
living God; '3 but exhort one another daily, while it is called
“Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the
deceitfulness of sin. ¥ For we have become partakers of
Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast
to the end,

We should maintain progress forward in our spiritual
growth and never go backwards or quit. Have you ever
been tempted to quit? Most people have. We must not
entertain that thought for even a moment! God has so
much for each one of us. We must keep moving forward.

Galatians 6:9 NLT So /et’s not get tired of doing what is
good. At just the right time we will reap a harvest of blessing
if we don’t give up.

When we continue doing what is good, we are
guaranteed a harvest of blessing.

Hebrews 10:35-36 NLT So do not throw away this
confident trust in the Lord. Remember the great reward it
brings you! 3¢ Patient endurance is what you need now, so
that you will continue to do God'’s will. Then you will receive
all that he has promised.



You can clearly see in the Word of God the amazing
promises to those who “ain’t got no quitting

sense!” God created you to be an overcomer. He never
had any plans for you to be a quitter.

Hebrews 12:1-2a NKJV Therefore we also, since we are
surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and
let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2
looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. ..
Jesus is not only the “author” of your faith, but also the
“finisher!” He will help you persevere and help you to
continue to run your race.

Don’t quit reading your Bible. Don’t quit attending
church faithfully. Don’t quit serving the Lord. Don’t quit
being a doer of the Word. Be confident that you can
truly “do all things through Christ who strengthens you
(Philippians 4:13)." Keep rejoicing and don't quit!

Hebrews 3:6 NKJV but Christ as a Son over His own
house, whose house we are if we hold fast the confidence
and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end.

Hebrews 10:23 NLT Let us hold tightly without wavering
to the hope we affirm, for God can be trusted
to keep his promise.

Hebrews 10:23 AMPC So let us seize and hold fast and
retain without wavering the hope we cherish and confess
and our acknowledgement of it, for He Who promised is
reliable (sure) and faithful to His word.

Don'’t quit! Be faithfull Remember, our God is faithful!
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Day 3: No Word = No Growth

By: Pastor Joan Olson— Pastor

1 Peter 2:2 NKJV as newborn babes, desire the pure milk
of the word, that you may grow thereby,

It should be the desire of every believer to grow and
thrive in their walk with God. Here is a simple truth...NO
WORD, NO GROWTH! Too many Christians think that
they will grow spiritually just by coming to church
occasionally. It is our prayer that this would be a year for
our entire church family to thrive, and we can't thrive
without getting into the Word. The more you get into
the Word, the more the Word will get into you.

Psalm 119:105 NKJV Your word is a lamp to my feet
And a light to my path.

When you get God’s Word on the inside, you will begin
to see things the way God sees them. It brings light into
your life. When you have more light, you are less likely to
stumble. We need the light of God’s Word so we can see
clearly to make the right decisions every day.

1 John 1:7 NKJV But if we walk in the light as He is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of
Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.

When you walk in the light of the Word, you will have
sweet fellowship with your brothers and sisters in Christ
and you will steer clear of sin. We will experience the
wonderful reality of being clean through the blood of
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Jesus. Determine to be diligent in reading your Bible and
then walk in the light of the Word of God this year. Get
ready to thrive!

Practical suggestions for you to continue in the Word:

ll

Set a specific time (and place if possible) each day to
read your Bible. If you can do that first thing in the
morning, your day will go better!

If you are a young believer, purpose to read through
the New Testament and Proverbs. You could also add
reading through Psalms. The New Testament is our
New Covenant with God through Jesus Christ!

If you were reading through the Bible last year and
stopped partway through, don’t start over, just pick up
where you left off and continue through the Bible. You
can do it this year!

Keep a notebook near you when you are reading your
Bible to jot down the things that God is showing you in
His Word. When God shows you something you need
to do in the Word, then start doing it!

If you've read through the Bible many times, consider
reading through a different good Bible translation this
year. Obviously, it is the same Word, but sometimes
reading a different translation will shed new light on
things you’ve read many times before.



Day 4: Thriving In Prayer

By: Pastor Sam Wolf — Associate Pastor

1 John 5:14-15 ESV And this is the confidence that we have
toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he
hears us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever we
ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked
of him.

You probably didn't start this year thinking, "Wow, |
prayed too much this last year. | need to back down in
2025 Of course not! My point is that we all desire to
thrive in prayer. We want to pray more. We want to spend
time speaking to and hearing from God. We desire that
closeness that comes through fellowship with God.

So how do we thrive in prayer? How do we get to that
place where we are wholeheartedly seeking the Lord in
our prayer times? How to see our prayers answered? How
do we see God's will done as a result of our prayers?

Consistency.

It's not what we do occasionally that produces results, but
rather what we do consistently. We thrive through
consistency.

We grow and develop our physical muscles through
intentional, focused exercise. We can grow and develop
in our prayer life through consistent, intentional, and
focused times to pray.

Make a plan on how you want to be consistent in prayer.
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Set a time and a place to pray. Make a list of Scriptures
you want to pray each day. Be specific on what you want
to be consistent in regarding your prayer life.

But making a plan is step one. Keeping to that plan is
step two. | believe one way that helps you stay
consistent is to remind yourself of the “Why?” You know
what you want to change in your prayer life. You know
what you want to pray and pray for. But the question is
why? Go beyond, “Because I'm supposed to.” Remind
yourself of the true reasons why you want to thrive in
prayer this year. To help you, here are a few of my whys:

1 When | pray, God hears me.
1 Peter 3:12 NKJV - For the eyes of the Lord are on
the righteous, And His ears are open to their
prayers...

1 Prayer and fellowship with God are essential to my
life, leadership, and ministry.
Mark 1:35 CSB - Very early in the morning, while it
was still dark, Jesus got up, went out, and made his
way to a deserted place; and there he was praying.

91 lwant to see God's will done on the earth and in
my life.
Matthew 6:9-10 CSB - Therefore, you should pray
like this: Our Father in heaven, your name be
honored as holy. Your kingdom come. Your will be
done on earth as it is in heaven.

Let's be consistent in our prayer life this year. Reminding
ourselves of the Why. Let's thrive in our prayer like never
before!



Day 5: Thrive
By: Sarah Stump— Leadership Team

Let’s be honest, we have just completed a marathon of
gatherings, dinners, parties, school events, Christmas
programs, traveling and the list goes on and on. Maybe,
just maybe, it felt as though you just survived it all or
even the year. Isn’t it wonderful to know that we serve a
God who has more than enough and has and knows
exactly what we need? Rest, peace, stillness, strength,
increase, a plan that is good!

“We know we were made for so much more than ordinary
lives. It's time for us to more than just survive. We were
made to thrive.”

You may have heard these lines a time or two from the
song we sing at church “Thrive” by Casting Crowns. It's
also possible I'm not the only one who thought of these
lines when hearing our theme for this week. Regardless
of what last year or even yesterday looked like, His
mercies are new every morning (Lamentations 3:23)! In
order to thrive and live a life that is set apart we must
know who our Father is. Singing these words is easy but
taking time to do the practical steps in order to thrive is
the real test of what we prioritize.

Further in the song it says, “Into your Word, we’re digging
deep to know our Father’s heart.” That's simply how we
thrive - to know His Word like it says in Psalms 119:105
TPT “Truth’s shining light guides me in my choices and
decisions; the revelation of your Word makes my pathway
clearly.”



Being in His Word allows us to grow spiritually, builds our
faith, gives us clarity of where to go, and what to do, and
gives us the assurance His strength is more than enough
when our flesh tries to go on survival mode.

Isaiah 40:29-31NKJV

He gives power to the weak,

And to those who have no might He increases strength.
30 Even the youths shall faint and be weary,

And the young men shall utterly fall,

31 But those who wait on the LORD

Shall renew their strength;

They shall mount up with wings like eagles,

They shall run and not be weary,

They shall walk and not faint.

We are made for so much

moaore than ordinary lives,
[t’s time for us. to more than

just Survive,
We \were made to

THRIVE.

-Casting Crowns, “Thrive”

Listen to: Thrive by Casting Crowns




Day 6: Thrive or Survive?
By: Pastor Joe Wolf— Youth Pastor

I'm really bad at keeping houseplants alive.

It's nice to have living plants in my classroom (a couple
more oxygen molecules couldn’t hurt, right?), but my
success in keeping them alive has been shaky at best.

The plant you see in the
picture was given to me
years ago; and as you
can see, it is not thriving. e -+ 2%
It's alive, yes, but only ot
barely. The greenis a
sign of life, but the
brown is a sign of
neglect. Could this
plant represent our
spiritual life at times?

As a Christian, it is
possible to survive
spiritually but not fully
thrive. Like my poor plant, we might occasionally throw
some water on our spirit, forget about it for a few weeks,
feel guilty, and toss some more water on it. In a practical
sense, this could look like rarely reading the Bible, rarely
praying, or rarely attending church. While this may be
surviving, this type of living lacks the flourishing, the
richness, and the passion that a fervent, thriving spiritual
life offers.



The writer of Hebrews gives a solemn warning against
drifting away from the Words of life taught to us
through the Bible:

Heb. 2:1 ESV Therefore we must pay much closer
attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from
it.

We are living in a secular world that has not yet been
redeemed (see Revelation for the end of the story), the
spiritual climate around us is ungodly, worldly. If we
aren’t pressing forward in our pursuit of God, if we aren’t
drinking in the Words of life (see John 4), the hurt and
cares of the world can cause us to dry up spiritually.
Jesus’ parable of the sower explains what happens to
the seed of the Word of God when it does not land in
soil that is good (well watered and fully cared for):

Mark 4:5-6 ESV Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it
did not have much soil, and immediately it sprang up, since
it had no depth of soil. 6 And when the sun rose, it was
scorched, and since it had no root, it withered away.

| have seen this spiritual survival scenario happen to
people in two major ways: 1. Surviving conference to
conference, and 2. Surviving crisis to crisis.

Surviving conference to conference could happen when
you go to a special, spiritually enriching event. It could
be that Men’s or Women’s Conference that you look
forward to each year. It could be, like in my youth days,
an Acquire the Fire to Acquire the Fire fervor for the
Lord. I'm not opposed to conferences, and | think they
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often do make wonderful wake-up moments in our
spiritual life. However, they should not be peaks in our
spiritual life; they should be steps leading to a new,
higher level of thriving.

Surviving crisis to crisis is as simple as it sounds:
something traumatic happens, you run to God. You
receive from the Lord and immediately drift away until
the next crisis. Again, | encourage everyone to run to
God in the midst of a crisis! But don't let your spiritual
life be dictated by the bad things in life. Instead, choose
to run after God, even when things are going well so that
you can create a life fully founded on the Word of God
that will become your firm foundation in life (Luke 6:47-
49).

Having a thriving spiritual life requires attention. Unlike
my house plant, we ought to thrive spiritually, and not
just for ourselves. We should continually develop our
spirits so that we can be strong for others; we are called
to be givers of life. The solution is simple: consistently
water your spirit with the Word (Eph. 5:26), build yourself
up by praying in the Holy Spirit (Jude 1:20), and do not
neglect to assemble with fellow believers in church (Heb.
10:25). Even when you don't feel like doing any watering,
our spirit is crying out for nourishment so that we can
thrive and become a well of living water for those around
us.

John 7:38 ESV Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture
has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”
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Day 7: A Year To Thrive
By: Rev. Denny Funderburg— Minister

There are many ways people look at how we can thrive -
finances, property, etc. But that is not really thriving. The
dictionary definition says it means: to prosper, to be
successful, to grow in a given area, and to adapt.

As usual, God gave me an acronym for the word thrive.

THANKFUL

HONOR GOD

RESPECT GOD

INTERCEDE FOR OTHERS
VALUE OUR LIFE IN CHRIST
ENERGIZE OUR FAITH

T - Means to be THANKFUL.

Not just for what God has done, but we are to thank Him
when we pray that it is already ours.

Philippians 4:6 NKJV says, By prayer and supplication,
WITH THANKSGIVING, let your requests be made known to
God. Thanking God when we pray and not after we
receive it.

H - Means to HONOR GOD.

John 5:23 NKJV says, That all should HONOR the SON just
as they HONOR the FATHER. He who does not HONOR the
Son does not HONOR the FATHER who sent Him. How do
we HONOR GOD? With our TIME, TALENT, GIVING,
SERVING, and WITNESSING to others about HIM.
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R - Means to RESPECT GOD.

We respect God when we admire Him with PRAISE, LOVE,
and HUMILITY. Proverbs 22:4 ERV: Respect the LORD and
be humble. Then you will have wealth, honor, and true life.
True life means the life God has given us in His Word.

| - Means to INTERCEDE FOR OTHERS.

To thrive we must put others first. Our life cannot be only
about ourselves. Ephesians 6:18 NKJV says that we are
to be praying always with all prayer and supplication in the
Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and
supplication for all the saints.

V - Means to VALUE OUR LIFE IN CHRIST.

To value means: to APPRECIATE, RECOGNIZE, REALIZE,
ACKNOWLEDGE, KNOW, BE AWARE OF, and finally
UNDERSTAND who we are in Christ. Colossians 2:10
says that we are “complete in Him.”

Romans 8:17 NKJV says that we are heirs of God and
joint heirs with Christ. Also, God calls us His CHILDREN.
Therefore, not only will we thrive, but the “V” will stand
for VICTORY.

E - Means to ENERGIZE OUR FAITH.

This means to put action to our FAITH. Do what The Word
says and your FAITH will begin to produce results.

James 2:17 NKJV says, Thus also faith by itself, if it does
not have works, is dead.




